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down neighborhood streets. (How would you feel about having a doctor perform surgery on you, knowing he had barely passed a 
minimum skills test? And will that doctor always have a successful operation? Does he blame the college, if not?) Testing is a 
part of the enforcement issue. Most of you have had students return to you and say that the test was easy, and since they now hold 
a valid license to drive, even with restrictions, they feel an equality with all the other drivers on the road who have a similar li-
cense. And, in their day-to-day driving, they see hundreds of violations, that we discussed in class, go unpunished. Very rapidly 
they learn that you can “get away with” most minor violations. Heck, they even watch as police and government-plated vehicles 
perform the same illegal actions with no consequence. This only serves to dilute the perceived danger that we have so often 
stressed. And what if they DO get caught? They can simply go to a traffic violator school to have the point value removed from 
their driving record, so that they don’t suffer the inconvenience of an insurance premium increase. If we teach that violations of a 
state’s vehicle or motor code are a crime, then where is the punishment? Why should any student believe us when we teach these 
skills, when they see evidence, on a daily basis, that they aren’t really necessary? 

The second problem is one of parental involvement. We have all sat by, smugly, as we tout the Graduated Drivers Li-
censing programs, which require parental supervision of additional hours of driving. In most cases, the parents do their best. 
However, if teens are responsible for up to 20% of the traffic fatalities and collisions, who is responsible for the OTHER 80%? 
The answer is: the very people who are teaching all those additional hours. New drivers, especially teens, learn much by empiri-
cal evidence; what they see working, they tend to emulate, even if it is wrong. Indeed, statistics from several studies have shown 
that the more traffic citations and/or collisions a parent has had, the more likely it is that the teen will “copy” their driving record 
of citations and collisions. 

Where are these same parents, when their teen decides to “pimp” his ride, add super-stereos, nitro tanks, and other visi-
ble signs of irresponsible driving tactics? No driving instructor, that I am aware of, has ever told a student to go ahead and crank 
up the stereo and attempt “drifting” corners, but yet, we somehow seem to receive the brunt of the criticism. 

Does Driver Education need to evolve past the archaic “30-and-6” to be better instructors. Of course. Do we need to 
spend more time on the above-mentioned “why-and-how” of safety? Of course. Do we need to take the blame for the irresponsi-
ble, the drunk, the tired, and the lazy drivers of the world. Of course not. 


